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Outline of Educational Continuity Program 

 

As we all continue to adjust to school closures and other measures aimed at slowing the 

spread of COVID-19, New Story Schools remains focused on maintaining the partnerships 

we’ve built with school districts throughout Pennsylvania to support students with serious 

and complex needs. We all know that these are trying times, but we want to reiterate our 

availability and plan for providing educational continuity and therapeutic services to our 

students during school closures.  

 

By April 1, we will begin offering our services remotely wherever possible and desired by 

each of our student’s home districts. We are currently putting in place technology and 

processes that will facilitate services as follows: 

 

• Curriculum-  

There are many e-learning platforms available. Many of our schools and staff 

already used Unique Learning Systems, so we have expanded this product for use 

throughout all New Story Schools. We’ve chosen this because of its focus on 

special needs students, reputation for excellence in curriculum, and ease of use. 

Our teachers are currently building lesson plans and other review services that we 

can begin offering to students beginning April 1st. We will individualize these, as 

possible, for specific classrooms or students.  

 

• Collaboration-  

While we are all adjusting to social distancing, we are also exploring opportunities 

to create collaboration. In conjunction with Unique Learning Systems, we are 

using Microsoft Teams to create groups for each class. This will allow students, 

parents, and teachers to communicate via chat and email, as well as share 

documents and provide easy access to all materials necessary.  

 

• Remote counseling support and other related services-  

Students come to New Story Schools to take advantage of our academic and 

behavior program as well as other related services. We have been contacting 

and will continue to reach out to parents via phone to consult with students and 

their families. Should the closures become more prolonged, we will evaluate 

solutions to provide more related services remotely.  
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We fully understand that there is no true replacement for live classroom and therapeutic 

experiences; however, we are confident that the solution outlined above represents an 

extremely valuable and effective experience that we can offer our students during this 

time. We will use this to offer services approved by our districts from April 1 through the 

resumption of normal classes when schools re-open. We will continue to accommodate 

and modify this programming so that it meets each student’s needs.  

 

This will be a work in progress and we continually need your feedback to determine if we 

are delivering as appropriate and effective an educational experience as possible. As 

an organization, we pride ourselves on offering superior service for all our stakeholders, 

including students, families, and district personnel, and our work during this time is no 

exception.   
 

We have a lot of work ahead of us to prepare this solution for our roll out next week, 

including: 

• Assuring each family has access to appropriate technology 

• Creating training materials and FAQs for families to use this solution 

• Confirming with you and other district LEAs where this solution is desired  

• Identifying and answering any other remaining questions about this learning 

model for our stakeholders  

 

Note that our intention is to continue to bill for services for all students using this remote 

educational model. The needs of our students are, as always, our ultimate concern. 

Simultaneously, we are working to retain our staff so that we can reopen and resume 

normal operations quickly when the time comes.  

 

If you have additional questions, please feel free to reach out to your contacts at New 

Story Schools so we can discuss further.  We are, as always, grateful for the opportunity to 

partner and collaborate with you to support students throughout Pennsylvania.  

 

 

 

 


